
 

 
 

Phase 2 (Year 4-6) Term 3 2025 Newsletter 

 
Friday 18 July  
 
Dear Parents/Caregivers/Whānau​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  ​  
 
Welcome to Term 3! We are now halfway through the school year. We hope you all had a wonderful holiday break 
with family and friends. At the start of this term, we welcome all new students and their families to our Year 4-6 
team. We wish you all a blessed term filled with learning and making new friends at Elim. 

The teaching team includes: 
Room 10 (Year 4): Mrs Lauren Dixon 
Room 9 (Year 5/6): Mrs Jordana Ryu 
Room 5 (Year 6): Mr Minsoo Kim 
 
Support Staff includes: 
Learning Assistant: Mrs Penny Tasi 
Literacy and Numeracy activator: Mrs Lynda Butler 
SENCO and ESOL Teacher: Mrs Joanna Emery 
Music Specialist: Mrs Rachel Crellin/ Miss Sarah Dunn 
Art/ DT Specialist: Mrs Tracey Callender 
Sports Specialist: Matua Victor  
Maori Specialist: Matua Dylan  
Phase 2 Pastoral Lead: Mrs Lauren Dixon 
Deputy Principal Y1-8: Miss Jessica Kidd 
 
Elim Exploration: COMMUNITY -God calls us to serve! 
John 15:12-13 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this that he lay 
down his life for his friends. 
 
Elim Scripture Syllabus- This term, our Biblical theme is community- God calls us to serve. Year 4 will learn and know 
the story of the church community through Ephesians 4, 5, and 6, which includes the full armour of God. Year 5/6 will 
learn and know the story of the church community through James, looking at Faith and Works. Through these 
studies, students will gain an understanding of how the church community is the place to learn how to stand in their 
faith, build others up, and help them put their faith into action in the local community. They will also develop their 
ability to help and bless others in the wider school community by praying for them and helping them, while seeing 
the needs and problems in the local community and how they might help solve them. 
 
Key Knowledge: God calls us to serve. 
Enduring Understanding: God wants us to serve in the school/church community and in the wider community. 
Key Question: How can I best serve in my school, church or my local community? 
Science: Living World: By studying the communities of living things and how they interact with each other and the 
environment, students will start to understand the impact of humans on all forms of life. In particular, we will be 
learning about how human actions and choices affect human communities. This term we will be sharing our learning 
and knowledge on our particular topic with our school community by participating in a school science fair. 
Literacy Focus: Structured Literacy 
Numeracy Focus: Number, Multiplication/Division, and Fraction/Decimals. 
Strand Maths: Measurement 
Kotahitanga Value: Pukuahuwhenua - Diligence 
 
 



HOME LEARNING: Students will receive a home learning sheet every week. Home learning is due on Fridays. Home 
learning will include work that reinforces what is happening in the classroom, including memory verse, reading, 
spelling, mathematics and an optional activity. If your child is away when home learning is handed out, it is their 
responsibility to follow up the missed home learning when they return to school. 

SCRIPTURE UNDERSTANDING ASSESSMENT: There are two Scripture Understanding assessments per term, each 
understanding has its own verse. We ask that you encourage your child to learn the memory verse throughout the 
five weeks. Each week on the home learning sheet there is a conversation starter that when discussed with you, will 
help your child understand their memory verse better. Scripture assessments are due Wednesday Week 4 and 
Wednesday Week 9. The assessment given to the teacher could be delivered in a variety of ways to suit your childs’ 
learning style, e.g. a drama/ play, poster, slideshow, booklet, speech etc. The assessment that gets presented to the 
class teacher would clearly display or discuss that your child understands what God’s Word is telling them and how 
they are/can apply this understanding to their life in a meaningful way. 

ATTENDANCE: The Ministry of Education has specific requirements for student attendance. They have set a target for 
students to attend school for 90% of the time every term. Therefore, holidays during term-time are strongly 
discouraged. There will naturally be times when it is appropriate for tamariki to stay home and recover from illness. 
However, minor symptoms do not always require time away from school. Below is a link to information that will help 
you decide when it is okay to send your child to school, when you should keep your child at home, and when you 
should contact a health professional for advice: Knowing if your child is well enough to go to school – Ministry of 
Education 
 
COMMUNICATION:  Please regularly refer to our school website where you can check email communications and our 
school Google calendar. If you are not receiving email notifications, please contact the office using the email 
office@elimmtalbert.school.nz. School newsletters are emailed fortnightly on Tuesdays.  
 
PARENT PORTAL: The Ministry of Education has developed a Parent Portal to help you understand your child’s 
learning. The website contains year-by-year learning guides filled with ideas on how you can support your child’s 
reading, writing and mathematics at home. Furthermore, the guides align with the new curriculum so you can stay 
up to date with what’s relevant to your child’s learning.  
 
DEVICES/ LEARNING PLATFORMS: Students from Year 4-6 are encouraged to bring a charged Chromebook to school 
every day. Some students in Year 6 may still be using an ipad as they are being phased out. Formal information will be 
sent through emails. The students will use Google Classroom to post digital work. Headphones are also 
recommended for learning at school. Please ensure that your child charges their device/headphones each night. 
 
UNIFORM:  During Term 3, students wear the winter uniform. Refer to the school website for requirements or the 
Elim uniform handbook page for uniform requirements. Please ensure that all items are clearly named.  

BIRTHDAYS: We ask that you do not bring any food items to school to share with the class on your child’s birthday. 
This includes lollies, chocolates, cupcakes, cake, juice, fizzy drink etc. There may be students with allergies in the class 
and we want to encourage healthy eating choices.  

PARENT HELP: The school operates on the Ministry of Education’s best practice. We have class trips and activities 
planned for this year. These can not go ahead if the adult to child ratio is not met. All volunteers are required to hold 
a current police clearance with Elim Christian College Mount Albert. If you are unsure of your current police vetting 
status, please check with our admin staff. If you are not police-vetted via our school as yet, please note that this takes 
at least a few weeks to process. 
 
OPEN-DOOR POLICY: We have an open-door policy. Teachers are in staff devotions until 8:30 am. They are available 
in their classroom to answer questions and to chat about minor issues from 8:30 am – 8:40 am and again after 
school.  Alternatively, if you would like the time to talk further, please make an appointment with the teacher. They 
will be more than happy to discuss the matter with you.  
 
If you would like to get in contact with us, our email addresses are: 
 
Mrs Lauren Dixon​ ​ ​ Mrs Jordana Ryu​ ​              Mr Minsoo Kim   
Room 10​ ​ ​ ​ Room 9​​ ​ ​              Room 5  

https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=ec32610148&e=d77e38639a
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=ec32610148&e=d77e38639a
https://elimmtalbert.school.nz/
mailto:office@elimmtalbert.school.nz
https://www.education.govt.nz/news/new-parent-portal-launched#parent-friendly-guides-for-years-0-to-8-and-tau-0-to-8-1
https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/parent-portal/guide-for-the-new-zealand-curriculum-years-0-to-8
https://sites.google.com/elimmtalbert.school.nz/studenthandbook/uniform/middle-years


Pastoral Care Teacher​ ​ ​ Pastoral Care Teacher​ ​              Pastoral Care Teacher 
lauren.dixon@elimmtalbert.school.nz    jordana.ryu@elimmtalbert.school.nz      minsoo.kim@elimmtalbert.school.nz 
 
We are looking forward to working in partnership with you this term.  

Yours sincerely, 

The Phase 2 (Year 4-6) Team 
 
 

Mrs Lauren Dixon     Mr Minsoo Kim 
 

Mrs Jordana Ryu    Mrs Penny Tasi 
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